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Questions and Answers from Joel

Q: If God is present; if God already knows my need; if it is God’s good pleasure to give me the
Kingdom; then why am | not experiencing it? (8-1-20)1

A: The only answer to that question is that instead of recognizing that God is; that God is
present where you are; that God already knows your need; and that it is His good
pleasure to give you the Kingdom, you have perhaps gone way off somewhere trying to
find God, trying to get God-power, trying to discover what you can do to bring God into
your experience. You have been looking in the wrong direction. You have been looking
where God is not; that is, where God is not as far as your immediate demonstration of
harmony is concerned.

Moreover, you are perhaps expecting God to give you health, supply, companionship, or
home, and if you are, you are praying amiss. The Master is very clear on that point: “Take
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what
ye shall put on.z. .. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,
and it shall be done unto you."s Abide in what words? The word that God is, and that God
is where you are; that God does know your heed and gives it to you freely, and that your
function is to relax and to be a beholder, letting God's grace unfold.

Being infinite, God cannot give you anything but Himself, and when you pray for
something other than God, you are praying amiss. When you pray to God for health, for
peace on earth, for supply, for home, or for companionship, you are praying like the
pagans who began this whole practice of that kind of petitionary prayer thousands of
years ago.

There is only one legitimate thing for which to pray to God and that is for the realization
of God's presence and God's power. It is legitimate to ask God to give you Himself, but
nothing else. As a matter of fact, there is nothing else anyone could need or want.
When you have attained the realization of God's Self, you will recognize how wise and
true was the Master's statement, “All these things shall be added unto you."s Only be sure
that you are not taking thought for these things, and that your whole desire is for the
understanding of God:

Where | am, God is; and God knows all about me. He knows my need before | do, and it is
His good pleasure to give me the Kingdom. | will relax and rest in His word; | will not seek to
use a God-power, nor will | seek to influence God.

As you go through the day, discords will most likely present themselves to you, and
oftentimes they will be in the form of erroneous persons. If so, you will be called upon
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to realize that in the presence of God, there is only the person of God's creating. At other
times, evil may present itself to you as some kind of a negative law: a law of matter,
weather, or climate, and it will be necessary for you to know that inasmuch as God is
Spirit and infinite, the only law must be spiritual law.

When your prayer is a complete relaxing in the Word, you are fulfilling the requirements
of prayer, the prayer which is a realization of God's presence and power.

*This excerpt is from The Contemplative Life, Chapter 10, ‘“Meditation on a Life by Grace." It
is posted with kind permission from Acropolis Books.

“ Matthew 6:25

3 John 15:7

* Matthew 6:33
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