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Q: I do not seem able to reconcile the following: It seemed to me that recent tapes stress the
need for more and better healing work to be done and for more who are willing to undertake
healing work. And then, in The Art of Spiritual Healing, it says, “No one should go into the
spiritual ministry unless God takes him by the nape of the neck and pushes him into it. And
even then, if he can resist the call, he should do so.” And then again, “Whenever anyone asks
for help, you should be willing to give the very best treatment you know how to give.”
(4-4-26)1

A:  Now, the answer to this is this: When I said no one should go into the spiritual
ministry, I was talking about going into the spiritual ministry as a practice, as a teacher, as
anything that has to do with going professionally into this ministry. And I meant every
word of it, and I mean it more and more each day.

No one should go into the public ministry; no one should set themselves up on a
platform; no one should do anything that puts them into the public spiritual activity
unless God has made it so clear that you’ll either do it or else. Because until such time,
the student isn’t ready for the things that happen when one goes into a public ministry.

Now, the proof of all this you can find in the thousands who have gone into it and gone
out of it—those who, for brief periods, have been either practitioners or leaders or
teachers or lecturers and then have fallen by the wayside. This is a work, not for a person
to go into; this is a work to be called into.

Now, when you are called, and you have the absolute assurance that God goes with you
every step of the way, and even then, when you go in, be prepared for a lot of trouble
because you are going to get it whether you are prepared for it or not. The moment you
go out into the human world with a spiritual message, it is as if you are to bring the wrath
of heaven or hell down on you, and it is a difficult work. However, it is one that the
Master had to see through, even to the cross. And so did the disciples have to see it
through persecution, imprisonment, and death. When the call comes, you can’t refuse
but be sure it’s a call. Now this differs entirely from these other statements.

As a student, if you understand this message, you should be called on almost from the
beginning for help of one kind or another. It may be comfort, it may be healing, it may be
to help someone with supply or inspiration, and you must be prepared to give it. That is a
far, far cry from going out into the world on a public platform. It is a far cry from
demonstrating that you can heal the multitudes and feed the multitudes.

And like Paul, always remember that seven churches couldn’t support one Paul; one
Paul could support seven churches. And when you go into this ministry, don’t you
believe for a minute that there are any churches going to support you, or patients, or
students. Be certain that before you are through, you will prove that you can support
them. And if you can’t, you haven’t got what they are looking for, for they are looking for
a consciousness imbued with the Spirit of God. And when you are a teacher, you can’t
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say to your patient or student, “You must give me money; you must take care of me.” As
a spiritual teacher, it’ll be your function to take care of them.
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(If you have access to recording 290A and would like to hear Joel answer this question, he
begins at approximately 52:56.) Click/tap here if you have a Streaming Service subscription.
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